HARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Harlton Parish Council held on Tuesday 5 August 2025, at 7.30
pm in the Village Hall, Harlton.

Present: Clirs Ben Banks, Chair (BB), Richard Cottam (RC), Garry Johnson (GJ) Isabel Robinson
(IR), Parish Clerk, Kim Quince (KQ).

In attendance District ClIr Lisa Redrup (LR), 1 member of the public
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Apologies — Received from County Clir Chris Morris

Members Declarations of Interest and Dispensation:

25.47.1 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests
from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting — None received.
25.47.2 To receive requests for dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests - None
received

25.47.3 To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate — None received

To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 06/05/2025
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. All supported. The scheduled
meeting of the 8 July was cancelled due to not being Quorate.

Open Forum for Public Participation (15minutes)

One member of the Public was present. Concern was raised about the speed of
vehicles coming into the village, particularly Haslingfield Road entrance to the village.
The PC were asked when the MVAS system will be installed in the village (see item 25-
55 (e))

District Councillor’s and County Councillor’s Reports — monthly reports received for
July had been circulated. These will be available to read from the village until an
updated report is received.

Notification of new Planning Applications and Decisions from GCSP

25/02298/HFUL 15 Haslingfield Road, Single storey side extension GCSP Granted
Permission.

25/02579/HFUL 46 Eversden Road, Single storey front and rear extension -No
Comments

Finance:

A bank reconciliation together with the order of payment schedule was presented for
approval.

It was resolved to pay the outstanding invoices and accounts:

LGS Services Invoice —to be paid on receipt.

£33.02 SSE Energy supply 15/3 to 14/6/2025

£5.74 SSE Energy supply 15/6-30/6/2025

Clerks Salaries, SO July, August,

£30 K. Quince, SLCC, LO7- GPC qualification for CilCA upgrade was approved.

To discuss Cambridge Water Mains Renewal Scheme - Haslingfield, Harlton and
Eversden. The Clerk reported advance notification of proposed works from the
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https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/shortUrlResults.do?action=firstPageShort&searchType=Application&caseAddressType=Application&searchCriteria.reference=25%2F02298%2FHFUL&state=ZxiHdDL77yw0WPxtNewH4Q%3D%3D
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Contractor working on behalf of Cambridge Water. The proposals were not clear and
there is concern about access for local businesses in Harlton (Farms and Manor Barn
Events) during the closures. The Clerk was tasked to find out more information, and
to request that the contractors have discussions with the PC regarding the impact of
the road closures on businesses. ACTION: Clerk

Clerk’s Report

The AGAR 2024/25 Certificate of Exemption for has been submitted to the external
auditors.

The SSE energy supply contract for the Coach Drive has been renewed until
31/10/2025

Barr Ellison (BE) advise possessory title is standard for adverse possession where there
is no epitome of title of the land. An application to change the class of title for the
playground to Absolute can be made with Land Registry after 12 years. BE will now
close and archive the Glebe land purchase file. This is electronic file and may be
destroyed after 7 years without further reference. It was agreed to request that the
original signed documents to be returned to the Parish Council.

The village defibrillator has been registered on the ‘Circuit’ which is managed by the
British Heart Foundation. This is a national defibrillator network and links locations
with the ambulance emergency services. Monthly operational/governance
maintenance checks for equipment, training and supplies will still be managed by
Community Heartbeat Trust Webnos system.

To receive updates for ongoing Parish Council Business and previous agenda items:
East West Rail Update. ClIr IR reported on meetings with the EWR Engineer and the
newly formed ‘enhanced’ Local Reps group. Compounds at the back of Harlton are
staying where planned due to the flat site. There is discussion about ‘active travel’ which
may be a starting point to renew calls for a footpath between Harlton and Haslingfield.
David Lean from the Harlton Working Group represented the PC at a meeting on the
15 July organised by Haslingfield PC with Bridget Smith, (leader of SCDC) and Stephen
Kelly (Director of Planning GCSP) to ensure they are kept in the loop about Parish
concerns. ACTION: IR to circulate to members DL’s summary report.
MRAO are undertaking vibration surveys, of which may have an impact on the proposed
railway route through Harlton, if the results show a negative outcome.
Village Hall Trustee Liaison: Clir IR reported that the village social summer picnic held
on the Glebe (5 July) organised by the trustees was a great success and well attended.
There was a Treasure Hunt, and the Church was open for the event. Proceeds raised
would be split between the Church and Village Hall Funds.
Tree Management: The PC agreed to have the diseased Ash tree in the Clunch Pit
removed and approved the additional costs from Foxcotte Tree Surgery. All
supported. ACTION GJ to arrange for a date for the work to be caried out. It was
resolved to add the costs to the 2025/26 budget.
Playground: No observational concerns to report from the monthly play area check.
Following discussions, the PC decided against setting up a working group to explore
options for a replacement play area at this time. It is thought funding for a new
playground or replacement equipment would be a significant issue. There is a risk that
ambitions may escalate into a much larger project and overreaching for a village of
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this size. It was agreed most cost effective, and in terms of the Environment, to carry
out a light refurbishment of the playground on its current site (replace the fence,
paintwork and carry out checks to the swings for wear and tear and replace parts as
necessary), and to keep the Glebe as an open green recreational space. All supported.
The Chair reported that he had replaced the broken goal nets on the Glebe. Noted
that the broken basketball post and net had been removed.

Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) Scheme Update: CCC have no update on
delivery of the unit, the supplier is messing them about with dispatch dates.

Consultations and Correspondence: Circulated prior to the meeting and noted.

24/06/2025 CCC Biodiversity & Greenspaces Team Protected Road Verge S17 — noted that

Harlton has one S17 along the Cambridge Road.

30/06/2025 Cambridge Water - Mains Renewal Scheme - Haslingfield, Harlton and

Eversden (see item 25-53)

30/06/2025 CCC Detailed transparency report on highways maintenance published
11/07/2025 CHT Request to register defibrillator site on 'The Circuit’ (see item 25-54)
03/7/2025  SCDC District Councillor Lisa Redrup report - July

18/07/2025 GCSP Adoption of the Thriplow and Heathfield Neighbourhood Plan
21/07/2025 CCC, ClIr Chris Morris- Hardwick Division Monthly report — July

29/07/2025 Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Local Nature Recovery Strategy— Public
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consultation to run until 11 September 2025
Incidents and observations relating to the village:
A large drainage hole created in the ditch has been raised as a hazard and safety
concern between Wholeway and the Wheatsheaf for people walking alongside the
footpath. Noted this had been reported on the CCC Highways fault reporting portal.
Overgrown hedges making it difficult to walk side by side with no room for
wheelchairs, particularly along Haslingfield Road has been reported. Residents are
encouraged to cut hedges back to inside of boundaries

Date of the next Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday 16 September 2025

Meeting closed 9.45 pm
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